198    NINTH REPORT OP SELECT COMMITTEE

He therefore refused to back the Company's orders
with any requisition from himself to the Nabob, but
merely suffered them to be transmitted to him, leav-
ing it to him to do just as he thought proper. The
Nabob, who called Mr. Hastings " his patron, and de-
clared he would never do anything without his con-
sent and approbation," perfectly understood this kind
of signification. For the second time the Nabob re-
covered from his trance of pageantry and insignifi-
cance, and collected courage enough to write to the
Council in these terms: " I administer the affairs of
the Nizamut, (the government,) which are the affairs
of my own family, by my own authorityp, and shall do
so; and I never can on any account agree to the ap-
pointment of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Kh&n to the
Naib Subahship." Here was a second independent
power in Bengal. This answer from that power
proved as satisfactory as it was resolute. No further
notice was taken of the orders of the Court of Direc-
tors, and Mahomed Reza Kh&n found their protection
much more of a shadow than the pageant of power of
which he aspired to be the representative.

This act of disobedience differs from the others in
one particular which, in the opinion of your Com-
mittee, rather aggravates than extenuates the offence.
In the others, Messrs. Hastings and Barwell took the
responsibility on themselves; here they held up the
pretext of the country government. However, they
obtained thereby one of the objects which they appear
to have systematically pursued. As they had in the
other instances shown to the British servants of the
Company that the Directors were not able to protect
them, here the same lesson was taught to the natives.
Whilst the matter lay between the native power and